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[ Abstract] Objetive To study the relationship among the expression and cellular localization of inter-
leukin-17(IL-17) , the degree of liver inflammation and necrosis, the level of liver fibrosis or cirrhosis in pa-
tients of biliary atresia, and to explore the contribution of IL-17 in the immunopathogenesis mechanism of biliar-
y atresia. Methods Forty patients with BA as experimental group and ten death babies with other disease as
control group were involved in the study. Intrahepatic expression of IL-17 was assayed in immunohistochemical
staining using specific monoclonal antibody. Liver histological Pathelogy was dyed by HE and hepatic fibrosis
indexes were determinated respectively. Results The expression of IL-17 in Patients with BA was significantly
stronger than that in the control group (P <0.01) ; it was correlated with hepatic fibrosis staging (r =0. 884 ,P
<0.01) ; it was mainly localized in portal area and fibrosis region, involving lymphocyte,fibroblast cells and
sinusoid endothelial cells. Conclusion The intrahepatic expression of 11.-17 is closely correlated with heaptic
inflammatory cell inliltration, liver fibrosis level and cirrohis degree. IL-17 plays an important role in BA and
developing of liver fibrosis. It is inferred that by blocking IL-17 expression of the Progression of BA into hepatic
fibrosis, cirrhosis can be controlled.
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Fig. 1
portal area and liver ( ++ ) ;

the control group;

The expression of IL-17 was localized in portal area( + ) ;
Fig. 3 The expression of IL-17 was localized in liver( +++ ) ;
of IL.-17 was localized in portal area and fibrosis region( ++++ ) ;

Fig. 2 The expression of IL-17 was localized in
Fig. 4 The expression
Fig. 5 The expression of 1L.-17 was not existed in

Fig. 6 The expression of 1L-17 was not existed in the control group.
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Table 1 To compare the IL-17 expression intensity in patients with BA and control group
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Table 2 To compare the IL-17 expression intensity and the level of liver fibrosis or cirrhosis in patients of biliary atresia
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