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[ Abstract] Objective To explore the status and influencing factors of empathy capability for nursing in-
terns. Methods From May to July 2016, a total of 262 nursing interns were randomized by cluster sampling to
examine the empathy capability using interpersonal reactivity index for China (IRI-C) scale. Results Their
average age was (19.89 +1.267) years. Among them , there were 39 undergraduates and 223 students had col-
lege diploma;82 students from urban areas while 18 from rural areas;66 students were once appointed as class
committee members; 89 students obtained humanistic knowledge training and 92 students had direct family
members working in health sectors. The average empathy score was 49. 53 + 7. 346 ;4-dimension imagination
score 12.48 +£2.725 ;personal soreness score 10.79 +2. 184 ;0pinion choose score 11.74 +2.420 ;empathy fo-
cus score 14.52 +3.237. The empathy capability varied from education background and birth place and the
differences were significant (P <0.05). The empathy capabilities were positively correlated with such factors as
humanistic training, class committee member experiences and families with working experiences in health sec-
tors. Conclusion Empathy capability of interns needs to be further enhanced. Colleges should take effective
measures to improve students’ empathy capability and adopt precise training model based upon their different
features.
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